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Lacan published his famous collection of articles, £erits in 1968 (Norton, 
New York, 1977). There is an English version of part of the text £crits: A 
Selection, (Norton, New York, 1977), but the translation is poor and this 
makes it a ditficult place to start. Much more accessible are the 
translations of Lacan's seminars. These have been edited by Jacques- 
Alain Miller, and at present five have appeared in translation under the 
genera! titie The Seminars ol Jacques Lacan: 

Seminar 1: "Freud's Papers on Technique”, translated by John Forrester 
(Norton, New York, 1988). 

Seminar 2: “The Ego in Freud's Theory and in the Technique of 
Psychoanalysis, translated by Sylvana Tomaselli (Norton, New York, 
1988). 

Seminar 3: "The Psychoses”, translated by Russell Grigg (Norton, New 
York, 1993). 

Seminar 7: “The Ethios of Psychoanalysis", translated by Dennis Porter 
(Norton, Naw York, 1992). 

Seminar 11: “The Four Fundamentai Concepts of Psychoanalysis”, 
translated by Alan Sheridan (Norton, Naw York, 1977). 


The Ecrita bacomes easier to read after studying the seminars. Many 
articles by Lacan have also appeared in translation. Ferninine 
Sexuality, edited by Jacqueline Rose and Juliet Mitcheli (Norton, New 
York, 1982), brings together translations of several papers on sexuality. 
Others which have appeared in translation are: “Te Naurotic's Individual 
Myth" in Psychoanalytic Quarterly 48, 1979, pp. 405-425; “Some : 
Reflections on the Ego" in the Internationa! Journal of Psycho- 
Analysis, 34, 1953, pp. 11-17; “Television” in October 40, 1987, 

a special issue which combines a translation of Lacan's television 
presentation with important documents on the debates linkad to Lacan's 
relation with the International Psycho-Analytic Association andthe . 
dissolution of the Ecole Freudienne de Paris. This isŝue is published in 
book form by Norton, New York, and contains other texts of interest, 
including correspondence with Winnicott. October also published a. 
translation of the artlcle “Kant with Sade” in issue 51, 1989, pp. 85-104. 
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The secondary literature on Lacan in English is becoming more and 
more extensive, yet until recently it has tended to be unreliable, 
neglecting the clinical aspect and relying frequently on secondary 
sources and partial surveys of the material. However, there ara now 
ĥeading Saminar XI: Lacan's Four Fundamental Concepis of 
Psychoanalysis, edited by Richard Feldstein, Bruce' Fink, Maire Jaanus- 
(SUNY, Albany, 1995) and Reading Seminars | and ll: Lacan's Return 
to Freud, (SUNY, Albany, 1995). Bruce Fink has also published the 
excellent Tha Lacanian SubJect (Princeton University Press, 1995) and 
A Ciinical Introduction to Lacanian Psychoanalysla (Harvard 
University Press, 1996); and Dylan Evans has published An 
iniroductory Dicilonary of Lacanian Psychoanalysis witn Routledge 
in 1996. Bice Benvenuto and Roger Kennedy, The Works of Jacquas 
Lacan (Free Association Books, London, 1986), is a good introduction. 
Slavoj Zizek'$s booka The Sublime Obfect of ldeotogy (Verso, London, 
1989) and Looking Awry: An Introduction to Lacan through Popular 
Culture (MIT Press, 1991) are also interesting and illuminating books In 
ihe field. Important articles and translations may be found in the English- 
language Lacanian journals, Newsletter of the Freudian Field 
(Missouri), Analysis (Melbourne, Australia) and Journai of the Centra 
tor Freudian Analysis and Research (London). 
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Unfortunately, there is as yet no reliable, scholarly biograpny of Lacan in 
either French or English. Elisabeth Roudinesco published Jacques 
Lacan: Esquisse d'une vie, histoire d'un systeme de penssein'1993, 
yetthis book and her Jacques Lacan and Co.: A History of 
Psychoanalysis in France 1925-1995 (University of Chicago Press, 
1990) should be approached with caution, particulariy in their 
questlonable accounts of historical issues. 
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